
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

String Department Policy 

The String Department has a dedicated team of highly qualified teachers working together to nurture the 
inherent musical abilities of all our learners from diverse communities to achieve their full musical potential. 
An excellent technical basis is provided, allowing learners to express their musicality and ability, but more 
than that, to enjoy and learn music. 
 
The string department offers tuition in the following instruments: 

• Violin 

• Viola 

• Cello 

• Double bass 

• Guitar 

• Harp 
 
Respect, Integrity, Excellence, and Care are values we hold dear. The Music Centre offers learners the 
opportunity for social development and interaction. The staff is dedicated and committed to excellence 
while creating a haven for all our learners by cultivating a culture of inclusivity.  
 
Learners and lessons 

• The Music Centre is a WCED institution, and preference will be given to younger learners (Gr 1 – Gr 

6) to start with tuition. 

• Each learner receives one lesson (face-to-face/ online) of 30, 45, or 60 minutes per week, as 

registered and paid for by the parents/guardian. 

• During a lesson, all aspects of playing are covered: technical skills (sound production, intonation, 

co-ordination), musical interpretation, ensemble playing, sight-reading, aural training, etc.   This 

happens by studying technical exercises, scales/arpeggios, studies, accompanied pieces, and 

orchestral music. Although the repertoire can include light music/jazz, the essence of teaching is 

based on Western Art Music tradition. Students are encouraged to take formal theory lessons to 

improve their theoretical skills. 

• Repertoire that has been mastered is performed with piano accompaniment to widen the pupil's 

musical reference and for musical fulfilment. 

• Learners are strongly encouraged to enroll for theory tuition at the Music Centre as part of a 

comprehensive music education. 

 
Internal Assessment 

• Learners will be assessed during the bi-annual Music Centre Assessments at dates indicated on the 
Year Planner. These evaluations are compulsory for all school-going learners. 

• All new pupils are on an initial trial period of six months. 

• At the mid-year evaluation, learners are required to play a technical study, scales, and sight-reading. 
A mid-year report is issued thereafter. 



• At the end-of-the-year assessment, learners play a selection of 3 pieces, technical work, and sight-
reading. They then receive a Hugo Lambrechts Music Centre report that contains the summative 
marks for the exam, a formative year mark, an orchestra/ensemble mark, and general comments. 

• FET learners will receive a class mark in Terms one and four, and official Subject Exams will occur in 
Terms two and four. Grade 10 – 12 FET Subject learners must play in a chamber ensemble as part of 
their subject requirements. 

 
 
External Assessment 

• Participation in external exams, e.g. UNISA, Royal Schools of Music Trinity, eisteddfodau, and 
competitions, are encouraged. 

• Where accompaniment is required, the responsibility remains that of the parent and learner to make 
the necessary arrangements. The teacher will provide guidance in this regard. 
 

Orchestra Participation 

• Orchestra/ensemble participation is compulsory for all learners.  

• Teachers will determine when a learner is ready to participate in a string orchestra or the Symphony 
Orchestra, depending on their level of playing. 
 

Parental Involvement 

• Communication between teachers and parents/guardians remains an integral part in the 
development of each learner. 

• Parents/guardians are encouraged to take a keen interest in their child/ward’s practice routine and 
to encourage the discipline required to make suitable progress. 

• We encourage parents/guardians to attend concerts, and to get involved with Music Centre activities. 

• E-mail is the preferable way of communication. Each teacher reserves the right to issue parents with 
their personal cell phone numbers. 

• Should parents wish to arrange a meeting with the teacher, they must make an appointment 
beforehand. 
 

Adult Tuition 

• Only in exceptional cases will adult learners be permitted to receive lessons after a successful 
audition depending on teacher availability and level of playing.  

• No adult beginners will be placed on violin/cello/viola/guitar.  

• Adult beginners are permitted to start with harp or double-bass. 

• Adult learners’ lessons must take place in the mornings or early afternoon to avoid prime teaching 
time in the afternoon. 

• It is necessary that adult learners participate in Music Centre activities such as the annual Adult 
Students’ Concert and participating in the Music Centre Exams. 

 
 
We offer weekly chamber concerts at the Music Centre and other events such as masterclasses and guest  
appearances by professional musicians hosted in our Auditorium and encourage learners to perform at at 
least one of these events per year. 
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